Ms. Ann Oxley, Executive Director 
Fort Wayne Public Television 

e27 E. Washington Blvd. 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 


Dear Ms. Oxley, 


I am writing this letter in my capacity as president of the Fort 
Wayne Repeater Association in order to elicit your help in a 
project that would be beneficial to the Fort Wayne/ Allen County 
community while at the same time coincide with the public service 
nature of Channel 39. Specifically, I am asking that your office 
consider providing mounting space for the installation of a Fort 
Wayne Repeater Association (FWRA) antenna on your new tower facilty 
at Hillegas & Butler Roads. 


By way of introduction, the Fort Wayne Repeater Association is 

an incorporated non-profit organization of local Allen County 
Amateur Radio operators. Our main function is to provide a re- 
liable, non-commercial communications capability for local radio 
amateurs and to this end we have been in existence for more than 

20 years, being the first amateur 2 meter repeater to operate 

in the state of Indiana. This capability in turn provides the 
community with a trained cadre of Amateur Radio Operators (com- 
monly referred to as “"hams"™) who can, and many times in the past, 
have provided public service and emergencw communications service 
in support of the citizens of Fort Wayne amd Allen County. For 
example, the FWRA provides communications services for the Red 
Cross “Focus on Health" activity every year. During the 1982 

Fort Wayne floods and during the great blizzard of 1978, the 

FWRA systems were used to support several relief agencies including 
the Red Cross, the Allen County Sheriff, the Salvation Army and 
various local churches. Many auto accidents involving personal 
injury are first reported to 911 using amatuer repeater systems 
such as ours, This occurs regularly because there are many amateurs 
with mobile equipment in their cars. 


The Amatuer Radio Service is a federally licensed radio service 

as are various other communications activities regulated by the 
Federal Communications Commission. While Ham radio is consider- 
ed by some to be a hobby, the fact is that the government has 
long recognized the value of having a trained cadre of radio 
operators available for use during times of emergency. It is this 
training and emergency preparedness which distinguishes the ama- 
teur radio operator from his counterpart in the Citizen's Band 
Service (i.e. CB service). (I have enclosed a brochure origin- 
ated by our national organization, the American Radio Relay League, 
which provides a thumb-nail sketch of our hobby). 


The FWRA operates 3 repeaters in the Fort Wayne area. Two of 
these repeaters operate in the amateur two-meter (146 MHz) band 
while the third repeater operates in the amateur 60 cm (440MHzZ) 
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band. A repeater in the Amateur Radio Service is very Similar 


in principle to the system you operate on channel 39. Your system 


pic ks up WBGU from Bowling Green on one channel and retransmits 
it on another. In the process your tall antennaea expand the 
range of the Bowling Green station far beyond it's own coverage. 


Our repeaters perform the same function but our purpose is primar- 


ily to expand the two-way communications range of mobile & hand- 
held equipment similar to that used by the police md other pub- 
lic service agencies. Thus a small hand-held tw meter station 
can access the repeater and operate over a range defind by the 

repeater's antenna and transmitter rather than its own. ypical 


range for a hand-held station operating through our present system 


is about 15 miles centered on own repeater antenna site. A prin- 
ciple contributing factor to repeater coverage is the heighth 
of the repeater's antenna. 


Our systems are presently located at the Indiana & Michigan Pow- 
er Company microwave tower located on Spy Run just south of State 
Street. The antenna for our primary system (146.16/.76 MHz) 

is located at a height of approximately 300 feet on the south- 
west leg of that tower. We have been at this site for over 20 ~*~ 
years and are considered excellent tenants by I1& M. For refer- 
ence, you might wish to contact Mr. William Hall of I & M. His 
business phone number at I & M pe je e 
The motivation for our desire to locate our primary system's 
antenna on your new tower is to increase the coverage of our 
system. Your higher tower and generally better site would pro- 
vide a significant improvement in system performance for us md 
hence for the community. We believe that if we could secure a 
location on your tower at the 500 foot level or higher, we could 
almost double the effective range of the system. In addition, 
the move would allow us to Tem several “deal zones" that pre- 


sently sxist in our antenna (pattern in the northeast quadrant of 
the city and county. Seincia 


fhe antenna we would propose to install on your tower facilities 
is a commercially built monopole. We would plan to employ a 
professional tower cliber to perform all tower work, he being 
subject of course to( your approval. 


We would like to meet with you and your technical staff to dis- 
cuss further our proposal. As I said before, we feel that the 
community would be well served by an improvement in our system 
coverage. We hope that you can give our proposal serious and 
favorable consideration. In anticipation of this, feel free 

to contact me at work during rormal business hours (Magnavox, 
429-5137), or at home (749-5749) after hours if that is more 
convenient. : 


On behalf of the Fort Wayne Repeater Association, I am 


Yours truly, 


Albert G. Burke III 
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President, Fort Wayne Repeater Association 


3229 Wakashan Placé 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46815 
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